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this respect a more penetrating critic than
Kant. One cannot, by inspecting conscious-
ness, find consciousness itself as a passive
datum, because consciousness is cogitation;
one can only take note of the immediate
objects of consciousness, in such private
perspective as sense or imagination may
present.

Philosophy seems to be richer in theories
than in words to express them in ; and much
confusion results from the necessity of using
old terms in new meanings. In this way,
when consciousness is disregarded, in the
proper sense of cogitation, the name of con-
sciousness can be transferred to the stream
of objects immediately present to conscious-
ness ; so that consciousness comes to signify
the evolving field of appearances unrolled
before any person.

This equivocation is favoured by the allied
ambiguity of an even commoner term, idea.
It is plausible to say that consciousness is a
stream of ideas, because an idea may mean
an opinion, a cogitation, a view taken of
some object. And it is also plausible to say
that ideas are objects of consciousness, because
an idea may mean an image, a passive datum.